Liver Transplantation in Patients With Cardiac Disease.
Liver transplantation (LT) is a unique surgical procedure that has major hemodynamic and cardiovascular implications. Recently, there has been significant interest focused on cardiovascular issues that affect LT patients in all phases of the perioperative period. The preoperative cardiac evaluation is a major step in the selection of LT candidates. LT candidates are aging in concordance with the general population; cardiovascular disease and their risk factors are highly associated with older age. Underlying cardiovascular disease has the potential to affect outcomes in LT patients and has a major impact on candidate selection. The prolonged hemodynamic and metabolic instability during LT may contribute to adverse outcomes, especially in patients with underlying cardiovascular disease. Cardiovascular events are not unusual during LT; transplant anesthesiologists must be prepared for these events. Advanced cardiovascular monitoring techniques and treatment modalities are now routinely used during LT. Postoperative cardiovascular complications are common in both the early and late posttransplant periods. The impact of cardiac complications on posttransplant mortality is well recognized. Emerging knowledge regarding cardiovascular disease in LT patients and its impact on posttransplant outcomes will have an important role in guiding the future perioperative management of LT patients.